Architect Stresses Truth Of Material

By MAYBELLE SPECKMANN

Sausalifo architect Violeta
Autumn first started thinking

about designing hou: Peru,
et e | ame  cititen of the United |}

she wis five years old.

A native of Chiclayo, Peru,
of Russian ancestry, she was
traveling across the Andes
with her mother and was
shocked at the sight of the
dirty, miserable huts of the
Indians.

“Do they really live in those
places™™ she asked. On being
fold by her mother that |b0y
did, she exclaimed, “Some day
I'm going to come back and
build houses for them!™

“S0 FAR SHE hasnt ful
filled that ambition, but she is

2 young woman. Some day she | needs.
hopes 10 return again to Peru.
where she has already told
friends, “You are designing

boxes to bury yourselves in"

This will not be a8 # citizen of | ¢
for Violeta Autumn be. |,

States this year.
Meanwhile her first major
is | some

She d&id this recently
with some clients in Idahe.

REFERRING TO HER own
bole. she said, “The view is
josive, yet the house hu
kellu of pmmlon
'm inclined to hmmrm
extrovert  would have|,
it out
Structurally the house has
sallent

An

arc
her own house, which is among
the distinctive ones in Sau.
slito. She says It ex
herself and the site, 8 nearly

vertical one on Ssusalite Boul-
evard. Fitting a house (o a site
and the n of its pratp«t.

ive occupants are the

principles she follows, to |M
extent that she even prefers to
live with the family of a client
for a while to observe their
way of life and emotional

leat-
um 1t Is built entirely of nat-
ural woods—heart of redwood

presses |and vertical grained Douglas

fir—hand sanded on the inter.
for by the Autumns over &
period of eight months to 2
satin finish. There's not a
ic (speck of paint anyw!

“I like materials

like wood."

I On the neatly vertical site
three sides of the house are
against the hill, and the com-
crete retaining walls form the | do
inside (inished wills of ex.
posed aggregate. Two storied, |
tall, narrow windows admit.
ting light to the entire inter-
ior look out on a spectacular
view of the Bay and San Fran-
tisco, and the fireplace has 3
two-storied copper hood.

INTERIOR DECOR reflects

American background in her
favorite pre-Colombisn art ob.
Jects and in & living room rug
of llama skins. Adding distine-
tion s her own arf work, for
painting was her first love, and
she is also & professionsl mur-
alist

She has done (wo murals for
the First National Bank of Ne-

VIOLETA AUTUMN, Sausalito architect, is also a
muralist. Here she applies silver foil to a study of

one of the murals she has

designed for a bank in

Las Vegas. Completed, it will be in asphalt tile and

will stand 20 feet high. Much of her work is done
lying on the floor. The rug of llama skins is one
of the interior decor features vhlch nﬂm her

South American back

frouad. s ]
(Independent-Journal pho(o: by Jim Kun) R sy

the young architeet's South|

vads on the south shore of
Lake Tahoe, is working on one
l(nr them in Las Vegas and will
another in Reno. At the

|request of the Rank the de-
|signs depict scenes and people
|of pioneer days In the West,
such a¢ Snowshoe Thompson,
wha i the central figure in the
Lake Tahoe murals

Her style of painting has
been classed by 8 museum as
“Viennese expressionist.”

VIOLETA AUTUMN re
ceived her professional train.
ing at the University of Okla.
homa in Norman, where the
was graduated in 1953 with 2
bachelor of architecture de
gree and two years of engl
eering. She had previously at-
tended high school in Lima,
Peru, and in Panama but was
graduated from high school in
Norman.

Following her graduation
from the university she spent
four months touring Europe
and Israel. On the return trip
the met her hushand, Sanford
Autumn, who has a master's
degree in psychology and is 2
stafistician at the Langley
Porter Neuropsychiatric Insti-
fute in San Francisco,

Violeta’s first experience
was gained in doing working
drawings for a Pale Allo ar-
chitect before her marriage
in 1034, By 1057 she had her
architectural license and start.
ed work for herselfl.

TWO AND A HALF years
8g0 the Autumns built their
home in Sausalito, and Vio-
lJeta now carries on her pro.
fession In her office and studio
there, Her work consists of
architectural designs for cli-
ents, murals And nndenntl
for other a

In her spare lime she works
on illustrations for a book of

ims being written by San

ncisco poet Alice Paula.

As for future trends in ar
chitecture, Mrs. Autumn sald,
“I think we will get away from
steel boxes, Automation may
be what will free us from
them because people will have |
80 much time on their hands |
that they will dedicate it to
the appreciation and creation |
of beauty.”

THE AUTUMN'S home is 1o

magazine in the near future.
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SAUSALITO ARCHITECT Violela
Autumn looks at the “explosive view™
of the Bay and San Francisco from
her home which she had built on a
on Sausalito
Boulevard. Fitling a house (o a site

nearly vertical site

and the needs of ils occupants are
the basic principles she follows. With.
out a speck of paint anywhere, the
house is built entirely of natural
woods hand sanded (o a satin finish
on the interior

arin mmen
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President
Honored

Mre. Norman B. Livermore
pmmm of the Marin Art and

| Garden Center, will_be hon- Jr. and Miss Judy James, mr den  Club,
ored on her 80th bmhuy ot orstions Guild, Mesdames /
Wednesdsy's Northgate rmupIA Courteney Jr

fashion
Ross.
A e

show and luncheon lnl

been arranged for Mrs. Liver

e and 158 sande thea BAR

series of surprises have | dames

NORTHGATE SERIES

Of Center To Be
At Style Luncheon

Albritton; Marin Junior Thu-{ Membery of (he Girden So.
tre; Mrs TMobert L. Tuckey | ciety of Marin, the Marin Gar
the Marin Musie

Chest, and the Marin Conser.
Linda n vation League will participate
Pearman, Robert R. Marrison. | in the special day as hostesses,
Marin Society of Artists; Mes | volunteer waitresses, and ar.
Norman Sanguinelii, | rangement chairmen in (he
Richard O'Brien, Achille Pals-|salute (o the founder of the
Alnl Rese Villew Disvers Maria A9 sad Candea Tstes



